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Chapter 10 – Lest We Forget 

 

 
 

We are extremely fortunate that our Polonsky 

ancestors immigrated to America between 1905 and 

1914, prior to World War I.  Immigration to America 

was dramatically curtailed after 1914, and very few 

Russian Jews were permitted entry to the United 

States after that time.   
 

But what about our Polonsky ancestors who remained 

in Russia?  What happened to them?   
 

Swept up in the catastrophic events surrounding the 

Russian Revolution, and two World Wars, they did not fare well.  Some either did not, or could not 

emigrate from Russia, and perished along with their children and grandchildren in the Holocaust.  This 

chapter is written in honor of the memories of our many family members who perished in the Shoah. 
 

There have been massacres and exiles throughout Jewish history, but nothing like what the Jewish 

people experienced during the Holocaust.  The sheer incomprehensibility of the numbers and the depth 

of the psychological trauma that resulted from this atrocity changed how the Jewish people would see 

themselves.  Even in the safety of America, the Holocaust changed the meaning of Jewish identity.   
 

With the overthrow of the Czarist regime, Shpola first became a part of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 

Republic, and then of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR).  During World War II, Nazi 

Germany invaded the Ukraine.  Mass murder of Jews was carried out throughout the Ukraine in 1942–

1944.  In Kiev alone, 35,000 - 70,000 Jews were murdered at Babi Yar.  The Germans invaded Shpola 

in 1941, and forced the Jews who lived there into a local ghetto.  In 1942, the Jews remaining in the 

Shpola ghetto were marched to a concentration camp in the Dar’evka forest, where they were executed 

a few days after their arrival.   
 

Within the boundaries of the Soviet Union, over half the Jews died during the Holocaust (2.5 of 4.8 

million).  In western Ukraine only two percent (17,000) of the Jewish population survived.  These 

staggering numbers are second only to the number of Polish Jews who fell victim to Hitler.   
 

In early 1944, the Soviet army liberated the territory.  From the mid-1800s until World War II, nearly 

half (45 percent) of Shpola’s population was Jewish.  Today, Jews make up around one-half of one 

percent of Shpola’s estimated population of 18,400.
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  Wikipedia: Shpola.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shpola. 

http://www.encyclopediaofukraine.com/display.asp?linkpath=pages/W/E/WesternUkraine.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shpola
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When the Nazis murdered innocent men, women, and children, they wanted to erase the horrific 

evidence of the evil they perpetrated.  They destroyed the records of their victims, to erase their names 

and identities, and burned their bodies, to destroy the evidence of their genocide.  By destroying the 

records and physical evidence of their heinous crimes against humanity, they hoped to avoid 

prosecution for their war crimes, and that the world would eventually forget the millions of innocent 

people killed for no reason other than their ethnic background or their religious beliefs. 

 

These Jewish citizens who fell victim to the Nazis were innocent men, women, and children, and it is 

our sacred obligation to make sure that the world remembers their names.  I can think of no better 

words than those of Rabbi Yosef Zekhariah Stern: 

 

In particular we have a duty to immortalize the memories of the communities and families that perished 

for the sanctification of the Holy Name during the Holocaust or during anti-Semitic acts throughout the 

course of Jewish history: To do justice for the deceased and give them a memory upon the face of the 

earth. 

 

And so began my search to find our Polonsky ancestors who perished during the Holocaust.  I soon 

found that the Yad Vashem Central Database of Shoah Victims’ Names is one of the most complete 

online databases of Holocaust victims in the world. 254F
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  The database was assembled from the testimony 

of Holocaust survivors, and from the families, friends, and neighbors of those who perished.   

 

Since birth records for Nathan Polonsky’s brother and sister indicated they were born in Shpola, I 

searched the Yad Vashem Central Database for members of the Polonsky family born there.  Before the 

Holocaust, the Jewish community in Shpola was fairly small, and the Polonsky surname relatively 

uncommon, so I knew that if there were any members of the Polonsky family born in Shpola and listed 

in the database, there was a good chance that they would be related to us.  However, I was not prepared 

for what I found – nine people with the Polonski surname, born in Shpola, and all nine were members 

of our family.255F
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The tragedy of what befell the Jews of Shpola was made very real to me when I made contact with one 

of our Polonsky cousins in Israel, Daniel Dag.  He is the son of Yafa Polonski and Naaman Dag. 

Daniel provided me with basic genealogical information for his branch of the Polonsky family, along 

with many cherished family photographs (see Figure 5).   

 

His branch of the Polonsky family descends from Rabbi Eliyahu Pinchas Polonsky just as ours does. 

The difference is that his branch descends from Eliyahu Pinchas Polonsky’s son, Rabbi David Shmuel 

Polonsky, whereas our branch descends from another son of Eliyahu Pinchas Polonsky, Shmeril 

Polonsky.  Hence, the members of Daniel’s branch of the Polonsky family are our cousins.  

                                                 
301

  Yad Vashem Central Database of Shoah Victims’ Names: http://www.yadvashem.org/. 
 
302

  There were eleven Polonski family members listed in the Yad Vashem Central Database of Shoah Victims’ Names, but 
it appears that there were duplicate records in the database for Pearl and Pesia Polonski.  The Russian-derived 
“Polonski” spelling of our family surname is equivalent to the American-derived “Polonsky” spelling.  To distinguish our 
Russian Polonski cousins from our direct Polonsky ancestors, and to eliminate any confusion which might arise from 
different ancestors having identical spellings of their first and last names, the Russian-derived Polonski spelling is 
retained for our Russian Polonski cousins in the text, footnotes, descendant charts and index. 

http://www.yadvashem.org/
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Yafa Polonski’s father, Yochanan Polonski, immigrated to 

Israel around 1922, while the remainder of his family 

remained in Shpola.  Yochanan’s father, Shalom Polonski, as 

well as his sisters, Pesia Polonski and Pearl Polonski, were 

murdered by the Nazis in Dar’evka forest in 1941.  Several 

of his cousins also perished in the Shoah. 

 

A similar fate befell the Jews of Cherkasy, where Nathan 

Polonsky and his family lived prior to immigrating to 

America in 1914.  Cherkasy was captured by the Germans on 

August 22, 1941.  The Jews were ordered to list themselves 

by October 2nd, and to wear armbands on their right arm.   

 

The Ukrainian Police of the district issued an order for all 

Jews to move to a ghetto consisting of three streets by 

October 12, 1941.  During November 1941, almost nine 

hundred Jews were shot to death in the first “action.”  The 

rest were murdered in the second “action” in 1942. 
Yochanon Polonski in 1923, the year after he  

immigrated to Israel from Shpola 

 

A Ukrainian woman, Alexandra Shulezhko, with the help of a 

friend, organized a Children’s Home in Cherkasy to care for the 

homeless children, many of whom were Jews.  She changed the 

names and nationalities of the children she was hiding, and 

succeeded in saving twenty-five Jewish orphans.  In recognition 

of her heroic actions, she was awarded a Designation among the 

Righteous commendation from the Yad VeShem Holocaust 

Museum in Jerusalem.  

 

Tables 3 and 4 on the following page summarize the information 

from the Yad VeShem records for nine members of the Polonsky 

family (Nathan Polonsky’s paternal side), and eleven members of 

the Zeida family (Nathan’s maternal side) who perished in the 

Shoah.  Following the tables is an example of an original Yad 

Vashem Shoah Victims’ Testimony page, in both Hebrew and 

English, for Shalom Polonski, Nathan Polonsky’s second cousin.   
Yafa Polonski, daughter of Yochanon 

Polonski, c. 1956, Tel Aviv, Israel 

 

The testimony page is followed by a descendant chart (Figure 5) which illustrates Nathan Polonsky’s 

and his Polonski cousins’ descent from our common ancestor, Rabbi Eliyahu Pinchas Polonsky.  

Following the figure is a brief description of each Russian Polonski family member who perished in 

the Shoah, and how they are related to our American branch of the Polonsky family.  May their names 

always be remembered, their souls be bound up with the living, and their memories blessed. 
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TABLE 3 
 

Members of the Polonsky Family from Shpola Who Perished in the Holocaust 
 

 

 
 

TABLE 4 
 

Members of the Zeida Family from Kiev Province and Shpola Who Perished in the Holocaust 

 

Name Age Father’s Name Mother’s Name Spouse’s Name 
Place of 

Birth 

Place of 

Death 

Date of 

Death 

Polonskiy, Efim 42 Elya Pinchus Malka Khodorova Pesya Volynetz Shpola Leningrad 1942 

Polonski, Ioni 42 Elya Pinchus Malka Goldich Perel Shpola Stalingrad 1942 

Polonski, Leib 34 Elya Pinchus Malka Goldich N/A Shpola Army, USSR 1942 

Polonski, Malka 71 N/A N/A Eliyahu Pinkhas Shpola Shpola 1941 

Polonski, Moshe 43 Elya Pinchus Malka Goldich Bronia Shpola Poltava 1941 

Polonski, Pearl 44 Shalom Yafa Halperin N/A Shpola Kiev 1941 

Polonski, Pesia 42 Shalom Yafa Halperin N/A Shpola Kiev 1941 

Polonski, Pinkhas 13 Yitzkhak Dina N/A Shpola N/A 1942 

Polonski, Shalom 73 Mordekhai Bilha Yafa Halperin Shpola Shpola 1941 

Name Age Father’s Name Mother’s Name Spouse’s Name 
Place of 

Birth 

Place of 

Death 

Date of 

Death 

Zeida, Berl 35 Shlomo Nekhama N/A Shpola Shpola 1941 

Zeida, Nekhama 70 N/A N/A Shlomo Ukraine Shpola 1941 

Zeida, Rukhil 50 Shlomo N/A N/A Shpola 
Black Sea 

Murder Site 
1941 

Zeida, Tunya 46 Shlomo Nekhama N/A Shpola Shpola 1941 

Zeida, Usher 36 Shlioma Velia Polina Neifakh Shpola Kiev 1941 

Zeida, Zisl 24 Shlomo Nekhama N/A Shpola Shpola 1941 

Zeide, Gita 7 N/A Roza N/A Kiev Babi Yar, Kiev 1941 

Zeide, Roza 43 Shulim Sara N/A Shpola Babi Yar, Kiev 1941 

Zeide, Sara 65 Aharon N/A Shulim Stavishche Babi Yar, Kiev 1941 

Zeide, Shulim 67 Yosef N/A Sara Shpola Babi Yar, Kiev 1941 

Zeide, Yelena 45 Shulim Sara N/A Shpola Babi Yar, Kiev 1941 
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Yad Vashem Shoah Victims’ Testimony page, in both Hebrew and English, for Shalom Polonski 

Children’s Memorial at Yad Vashem, Jerusalem, Israel 
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FIGURE 5 
 

Descendant Chart for Polonsky Family Members Who Perished in the Holocaust 

 
Notes for Figure 5: 

 

(1)  This figure depicts the relationships between Nathan Polonsky, and his Russian Polonski cousins who perished in the 

Holocaust (designated in the figure by a small Star of David symbol).  See the text on the following pages for additional 

clarification. 

 
(2)  As shown in the figure, Eliyahu Pinchas Polonsky had four sons and a daughter:  David Shmuel, Menakhem Nahum, 

Shmeril, Aharon Meir, and Khana Khava.  David Shmuel’s son Mordecai Polonsky, and Shmeril’s son, Aharon David 

Polonsky, lived in Shpola, but the descendants of Eliyahu’s other children did not.  Little is known regarding the 

descendants of his other children, including how many there were, where they lived, or whether they emigrated from 

Russia.  Hence, it is very likely that more Polonski family members perished in the Holocaust than the nine family 

members from Shpola identified thus far.  
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FIGURE 6 
 

Relationship Chart: Nathan Polonsky to Efim Polonski Efim Polonski was born in Shpola on January 

21, 1899, to Elya Pinchus Polonski and Malka.  

He was an accountant, and married to Pesya 

(née Volynetz).  Prior to WWII, he lived in 

Shpola, Ukraine (USSR).  During the war, he 

was in the Russian Army.  Efim perished in 

1942 in Volkhov, Russia, at the age of forty-

two.  This information is based on testimony 

submitted on May 9, 2006 by his daughter, 

Khana Polonskaya, a Shoah survivor. 

 

As shown in the accompanying relationship 

chart (Figure 6), Efim Polonski is related to 

our family through our common ancestor, 

Eliyahu Pinchas Polonsky (1803–1855).  

Eliyahu’s great-grandsons, Nathan Polonsky 

and Elya Pinchus Polonski, were second 

cousins.  Elya’s son Efim Polonski was, 

therefore, Nathan Polonsky’s second cousin 

once removed. 

 

Ioni (Yonatan) Polonski was born in Shpola in 1900, to Elya Pinchus Polonski and Malka (née 

Goldich).  He was an accountant, and married to Perl.  Prior to WWII, he lived in Shpola, Ukraine 

(USSR).  During the war, he was in the Russian Army.  Ioni perished in 1942 in Stalingrad, Russia, at 

the age of forty-two.  This information is based testimony submitted by his niece, Brakha Polonski. 

 

Ioni Polonski is related to our family in the same manner as Efim Polonski.  Ioni and Efim are listed as 

having the same father, although their mother, Malka, is listed with two different maiden names 

(Goldich and Khodorova).  In this regard, it may be noticed that testimony for Efim was submitted by 

his daughter in 2006, sixty-four years after his death.  Hence, the Goldich maiden name may be more 

reliable.  Assuming that Ioni and Efim were brothers, Ioni Polonski was Nathan Polonsky’s second 

cousin once removed (see Figure 5 to clarify the relationship between Nathan Polonsky and his cousins 

who perished in the Shoah). 

 

Leib Polonski was born in Shpola in 1908, to Elya Pinchus Polonski and Malka (née Goldich).  He 

was an accountant and single.  Prior to WWII, he lived in Shpola, Ukraine (USSR).  During the war he 

was in the Russian Army.  Leib perished in 1942 in the Shoah at the age of thirty-four.  This 

information is based on testimony submitted by his niece, Brakha Polonski.  Leib Polonski is related to 

our family in the same manner as Efim and Ioni, who were his brothers.  Leib Polonski was, therefore, 

also Nathan Polonsky’s second cousin once removed. 
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Malka Polonski (née Goldich) was born in Shpola, in 1870.  She was a housewife, and a widow of 

Elya Pinchus Polonski.  Prior to, and during WWII, she lived in Shpola, Ukraine (USSR).  Malka 

perished in 1941, in Shpola, at the age of seventy-one.  This information is based on testimony 

submitted by her niece, Brakha, and her granddaughter, Anna Dunayevsky (there may be an error in 

the translation of this record, as Brakha was also Malka’s granddaughter, and not her niece).  Malka 

Polonski is related to our family through her husband, Elya Pinchus Polonski, who was Nathan 

Polonsky’s second cousin.  She was, therefore, Nathan’s second cousin-in-law. 

 

Moshe Polonski was born in Shpola in 1898, to Elya Pinchas Polonski and Malka (née Goldich).  He 

was an accountant, and married to Bronia.  Prior to WWII, he lived in Kiev, Ukraine (USSR).  During 

the war he was in Russian Army.  Moshe perished in 1941 in Poltava, Ukraine, at the age of forty-

three.  This information is based on testimony submitted on January 1, 1994 by his niece Brakha, and 

his granddaughter, Anna Dunayevsky.  Moshe Polonski is related to our family in the same manner as 

Efim, Ioni, and Leib, who were his brothers.  Moshe Polonski was, therefore, Nathan Polonsky’s 

second cousin once removed. 

 

Pearl (Penina) Polonski was born in Shpola in 1897, to Shalom Polonski and Yafa (née Halperin).  

She was a bacteriologist, and single.  Prior to, and during WWII, she lived in Shpola, Ukraine (USSR).  

Penina perished in 1941 in Daryevka, Kiev, at the age of forty-four.  This information is based on 

testimony submitted on March 5, 1956, by her sister, Sara Visman (née Polonski).  Pearl Polonski is 

related to our family through her father Shalom Polonski, who was Elya Pinchus Polonski’s brother.  

She was, therefore, Nathan Polonsky’s second cousin once removed. 

 

Pesia Polonski was born in Shpola in 1899, to Shalom Polonski and Yafa (née Halperin).  She was a 

homemaker, and single.  Prior to, and during WWII, she lived in Shpola, Ukraine (USSR).  Pesia 

perished in 1941 in Daryevka, Kiev, at the age of forty-two.  This information is based on testimony 

submitted on March 5, 1956, by her brother, Yokhanan Polonski.  Pesia Polonski is related to our 

family in the same manner as Pearl Polonski, who was her sister.  She was, therefore, Nathan 

Polonsky’s second cousin once removed. 

 

Pinkhas Polonski was born in Shpola in 1929 to Yitzkhak Polonski and Dina.  He was a pupil, and 

single. Prior to WWII, he lived in Krivoy Rog, Dnepropetrovsk (formerly Ekaterinoslav), Ukraine 

(USSR).  During the war he was in Apsheronsk, Russia.  Pinkhas perished in the Shoah at the age of 

thirteen in May, 1942.  This information is based on testimony submitted on January 1, 1994, by his 

sister Brakha Polonski.  Pinkhas Polonski is related to our family through his father Yitzkhak Polonski, 

who was Elya Pinchus Polonski’s son.  He was, therefore, Nathan Polonsky’s second cousin twice 

removed. 

 

Shalom (Shulim) Polonski was born in Shpola in 1868, to Mordekhai Polonski and Beyla.  He was a 

grocer, and married to Yafa (née Halperin).  Prior to, and during WWII, he lived in Shpola, Ukraine 

(USSR).  Shalom perished in 1941, in Shpola, at the age of seventy-three.  This information is based 

on testimony submitted on March 5, 1956, by his son, Yokhanan Polonski.  Shalom Polonski is related 

to our family through his father, Mordekhai Polonski, who was Aharon David Polonsky’s first cousin.  

Hence, Shalom Polonski was Nathan Polonsky’s second cousin. 
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Pesia, Pearl, and Levi Polonski, and their father, Shalom Polonski.  Pesia, Pearl, and Shalom perished in the Shoah, in 1941, while 

Levi was thought to have escaped.
303

  Shalom Polonski was Nathan Polonsky’s second cousin, and his daughters Pesia and 

Pearl were Nathan’s second cousins, once removed. 

 

What is the Jew? 

 

By Leo Tolstoy 

 

What is the Jew?  What kind of unique creature is this whom all the rulers of all the nations of the world 

have disgraced and crushed and expelled and destroyed; persecuted, burned and drowned, and who, 

despite their anger and their fury, continues to live and to flourish. 

 

What is this Jew whom they have never succeeded in enticing with all the enticements in the world, 

whose oppressors and persecutors only suggested that he deny (and disown) his religion and cast 

aside the faithfulness of his ancestors?! 

       

The Jew is the symbol of eternity.  He is the one who for so long had guarded the prophetic message 

and transmitted it to all mankind.  A people such as this can never disappear. 

  

The Jew is eternal. He is the embodiment of eternity. 257F
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303  Daniel Dag: Email correspondence with Jeffrey Mark Paull, July 27, 2012.  According to Daniel, Levi became a 

communist before the war, and married a Christian woman.  He escaped from his town just before the Germans arrived. 

 
304

  Leo Tolstoy: “The Final Resolution,” Jewish World, 1908, p. 189.  http://www.simpletoremember.com/articles/a/quotes/. 

http://www.simpletoremember.com/articles/a/quotes/
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