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Chapter 22 – Family Connections 
 

 
 

 

In the spring of 2008, when I began assembling 

a basic family tree in preparation for my son Joshua’s 

Bar Mitzvah, I did not know any of my cousins 

outside of my own (Paull) branch of the Polonsky 

family.  Never before had I met any member of the 

Adler, Chaber, Erskine, Gordon, Paulen, Polonsky, or 

Robbins branches of the family, and I was completely 

unaware of their existence.
 
 

 

 

After locating the immigration records of my great-grandfather, Nathan Polonsky, and learning the 

names of his children, I began searching for my relatives in the Polonsky family.  I soon found that 

most of my Paull cousins knew next to nothing about our relatives in the other branches of the family.   

 

A few of them recalled “Aunt Ruth” – Ruth Polonsky Gordon.  But when it came to identifying anyone 

in the other branches of the Polonsky family who might still be alive today, nearly all of them drew a 

blank.  Ultimately, it was Linda Friedman Mann’s recollection of meeting Marty Robbins in Denver 

over thirty years ago that enabled me to locate him.  As I began corresponding with Marty, and 

speaking to other members of the Polonsky family, I soon discovered that contact among the various 

branches of the family had ceased many years ago.   

 

The result of this unfortunate situation is that members of the fourth American generation of the 

Polonsky family – the Baby Boomers – grew up knowing only the family members within their own 

branch of the family.  Hence, the Paull cousins of the fourth generation who grew up in Pittsburgh did 

not have the opportunity to meet or to get to know any of their cousins in the other branches of the 

Polonsky family.   

 

Various family stories, rumors, and speculations have sprung up over the past four decades to try to 

explain the estrangement.  One story that made the rounds in the Paull family was that because our 

grandfather, Louis Isadore Paull, was a tradesman (jeweler), and his brothers were both educated 

professional men (Joseph Polonsky was a pharmacist, and Leon Polonsky a dentist), Isadore was 

looked down upon by the rest of the Polonsky family.  A related family story was that the members of 

the New York branch of the Polonsky family were not interested in associating with their “small-town” 

Pittsburgh cousins. 
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I have always taken these stories with a large grain of salt, and the historical evidence demonstrates 

that they have very little basis in fact.  Indeed, for well over a half-century, the family members in all 

eight major branches of the Polonsky family had regular interactions with one another.   

 

Some of the more senior members of our family do remember these interactions.  Marty Robbins has 

fond memories of visiting Bertha Paull Friedman’s home in Bellefonte, PA and becoming good friends 

with Bertha’s daughter, his cousin Rachel.  Barbara Paull recalls attending Ruth Polonsky and Harry 

Gordon’s wedding in the 1950s, and my mother, Betty Paull Goodman, recalls going with my father, 

Mel Paull, to visit with Ruth and Harry Gordon at their home in Florida.   

 

Most of the third generation of the Paull family and two members of the fourth generation (Rachel and 

Linda Friedman) traveled to New York to help celebrate Vera and Max Erskine’s 50th wedding 

anniversary in 1967.  Ruth and Harry Gordon traveled to Los Angeles to attend Linda Friedman and 

Howard Mann’s wedding in April, 1973. 

 

These family interactions among the eight branches of the Polonsky family trace their roots to Nathan 

and Bessie Polonsky’s children.   From the time they first arrived in America, and over the entire 

course of their adult lives, the relationships among all eight of Nathan and Bessie Polonsky’s children 

were quite close.  During this golden era encompassing the Great Depression and two World Wars, 

members of each of the eight branches of the family befriended and socialized with one another, and 

attended their children’s Bar Mitzvahs, graduations, weddings, and family reunions.  

 

In this chapter, we revisit this golden era, and look at some of the close relationships between family 

members among the eight branches of the Polonsky family.  These photographs of family events from 

a bygone era, paint a vivid portrait of a large and close-knit family involved in each other’s lives in a 

very profound and meaningful way. 391F

473
  Their faces reflect the joy they derived from being together.   

 

Undoubtedly the bonds and relationships among these family members ran deep, and greatly enriched 

their lives.  There was a spirit of family involvement and inter-connectedness, which ironically, in this 

era of instant electronic communications, seems to be missing all too often from our lives.  These 

photographs convey a timeless message that speaks clearly to us today – if we are willing to listen. 
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  The photographs presented in this chapter depict family members from each of the eight major branches of the 
Polonsky family attending numerous family functions and events, over more than a half-century.  Most are smaller 
versions of group photographs presented elsewhere in this book, and some are full-size photos not presented 
elsewhere.  These photos serve as points of reference for the time and place of these major family gatherings, and to 
chronicle the close relationships that once existed among and between the various branches of the Polonsky family. 



A Noble Heritage – The History & Legacy of the Polonsky & Paull Family in America Page 475 

The Early Years in America – 1900 through the 1920s 
 

Even before Nathan and Bessie Polonsky 

immigrated to America, the first of their 

children to arrive here, Levi Yitzhak Polonsky 

(Louis Isadore Paull) in 1905 and Joseph 

Polonsky in 1907, were already helping their 

siblings leave Russia and immigrate here.   

 

Joseph, who lived at 336 Pennsylvania Avenue 

in Brooklyn, provided his family with a place to 

stay, and helped them settle here.  He deserves 

much of the credit for helping ease the transition 

to America for his parents, siblings, and cousins.   

 

Vera Polonsky immigrated to America from Cherkasy, Russia, arriving at the Port of New York at 

Ellis Island on February 20, 1911.  On the S.S. Kursk passenger manifest she listed her brother, Joseph 

Polonsky, as the relative she would be joining.  Her sister Rachil (Rae) Polonsky, together with her 

cousin, Genja Finkelstein, immigrated to America from Cherkasy, arriving at Ellis Island on March 4, 

1913.  On the S.S. Czar passenger manifest, they too listed Joseph Polonsky as the relative with whom 

they would be reuniting. 

 

Nathan and Bessie immigrated to America from Cherkasy, arriving at Ellis Island with their other four 

children, Leon, Fannie, Pauline, and Ruth on May 15, 1914.  On the S.S. Dwinsk passenger manifest, 

they indicated that the ship passage for their family was paid for by their son, although they didn’t 

identify which son.  But the son who the family would reunite with in America was clearly identified 

on the passenger manifest: Joseph Polonsky, 336 Pennsylvania Avenue in Brooklyn. 

 

Within a few years of their arrival in America, Nathan and Bessie’s older children began getting 

married and having families of their own.  Their eldest son, Louis Isadore Paull, married Mary Gelman 

within a year of immigrating to America, in 1906.  Their second-eldest son, Joseph, married Lea 

Shlemoff in Russia prior to immigrating to America in 1907.  Nathan and Bessie’s eldest daughter, 

Vera, immigrated to America in 1911.  She married Max Erskine in 1917.  Their second-eldest 

daughter, Rachil (Rae) Polonsky, immigrated to America in 1913.  She married Herman Adler in 1920. 

 

Around 1919, the entire Polonsky family assembled for what has become a classic family photograph.  

The family event which this photo commemorates remains something of a mystery, but it is clear that 

it was important enough to bring the entire family together.  In the photograph are the first-generation 

founders of the Polonsky family in America, Nathan and Bessie Polonsky, and all eight of their 

children.  These three sons and five daughters, representing the second generation in America, are the 

progenitors of the eight branches of the Polonsky family, and all of the American-born members of our 

family are descended from them.   
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A distinct possibility is that the photo 

was taken to commemorate the 

marriage of Fannie Polonsky, who is 

the only adult woman in the photo 

wearing a white dress.  Fannie and 

Charles Chaber filed for their 

marriage license when Charlie 

returned from the war in November 

of 1918, and the wedding may have 

taken place in late 1918 or early 

1919.  The photo was probably taken 

prior to Leon Polonsky’s wedding in 

June of 1919, as his wife, Ida 

Cornman, is not present (see Chapter 

12 – We The People).   
 

 

The Polonsky Family, c. 1919 

 

Nathan and his sons, Joseph and Leon 

were active in their synagogue, and 

in the Brooklyn Jewish community, 

donating much of their time to 

orphans and disadvantaged children. 

In 1920-21, Joseph Polonsky served 

as president of the Jewish Orphanage 

Asylum of Brownsville, East New 

York, in which capacity he helped 

raise funds for the building of a new 

Jewish orphanage. 
 

Nathan Polonsky on a summer outing with the children of the Pride of Judea  

Children’s Home, c. 1925 

  

Joseph then served as the first president of the new orphanage, the Pride of Judea Children’s Home, in 

Brooklyn, and served on its Board of Directors.   

 

Leon Polonsky and his wife Ida also served on the Board of Directors of the Pride of Judea Children’s 

Home, and Leon provided weekly pro bono dental services at the home from its founding in 1922, to 

its closing as an orphanage in 1959.  Leon was also the coordinator of the Shpoler Zeida Descendants 

Foundation, with responsibility for organizing the annual Seudahs, and Ida was very active serving on 

committees of the American Jewish Congress.  
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The Great Depression and War Years – 1930s and 1940s 

 

During the 1930s, up until the end of World War II, most of the Polonsky family still lived in 

Brooklyn, NY.  The exceptions were Louis Isadore Paull’s family, who moved to Pittsburgh, PA 

around 1927,  Rae Polonsky Adler’s family, who moved to Detroit, MI in 1930, and Joseph Polonsky’s 

family, who moved to Bethlehem, NH during the early 1930s (see Chapter 12 – We the People).  

 

During this period, family members remained very close, and small informal family gatherings as well 

as large family events were held frequently (see Chapter 9 – An Epic Era).     

Polonsky family event, 1940s.  Seated, L-R: Mary Paull, Harry & Pauline Rabinowitz, Charles (obscured) & Fannie Chaber, Vera & 

Max Erskine, Rae Adler, Ruth Polonsky & Isadore Paull.  Standing: Leon & Ida Polonsky.  The older woman standing beside Ida 

Polonsky may be her mother, Mrs. Charles Cornman. 

 

The photograph above was taken at a large family event, probably a wedding, which took place 

sometime during the early 1940s.  All five of Nathan and Bessie Polonsky’s daughters, Vera 

(Polonsky) Erskine, Rae (Polonsky) Adler, Fannie (Polonsky) Chaber, Pauline (Polonsky) Rabinowitz, 

and Ruth Polonsky, and two of Nathan and Bessie’s sons, Isadore Paull and Leon Polonsky, appear in 

the photograph.  Hence, at least seven of the eight branches of the Polonsky family were represented. 
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The only member of the second generation of the Polonsky family not pictured, Joseph Polonsky, may 

hold a clue as to whose wedding it was.  Joseph’s son, Arnold Polonsky married Ruth Brian in June of 

1942.  The time period fits with the age and appearance of the family members, and their clothing and 

hair styles.  The wedding would explain why Joseph, as the father of the groom, would be missing 

from this table with his siblings. 

 

If this family gathering did take place during the early 1940s, there would not have been many male 

members of the third Polonsky generation in attendance, as they all served in the armed forces during 

World War II. 

 

During the years following World War II, many of the third generation of the Polonsky family married.  

These weddings were often large affairs, and all branches of the family were well represented at them.  

 

The photograph below was taken at Richard Chaber and Tillie Bloom’s wedding, held in Brooklyn, in 

1946.  Richard was the son of Charles and Fannie Chaber (née Polonsky).  In this group photograph 

are Richard’s parents, his grandmother, and his aunts and uncles, most of who belong to the second 

American generation of the Polonsky family.   

Richard Chaber & Tillie Bloom’s wedding, 1946.  L-to-R: Harry & Pauline Rabinowitz, Ruth Polonsky, Vera & Max Erskine, Tillie 

Bloom (the bride) & Richard Chaber (the groom), Fannie, Charles & Gussie Chaber, Ida & Leon Polonsky, Doris Polonsky, and 

Ruth & Harry Saravay  
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Three of Fannie (Polonsky) Chaber’s sisters – Vera (Polonsky) Erskine, Pauline (Polonsky) 

Rabinowitz, and Ruth Polonsky, and one of Fannie’s brothers, Leon Polonsky, attended the wedding.  

Her brother, Isadore Paull who lived in Pittsburgh, was not in attendance, nor was her sister Rae 

(Polonsky) Adler who lived in Detroit, or her brother Joseph Polonsky who lived in New Hampshire.  

Joseph’s daughter, Ruth (Polonsky) Saravay who lived in Brooklyn, did attend.  Hence, all five 

branches of the Polonsky family who still resided in Brooklyn during the 1940s were represented at 

Richard Chaber’s wedding. 

 

The photograph below was taken at Bernice Adler and Leonard Blumenreich’s wedding on June 12, 

1949.  Bernice was the daughter of Herman and Rae (Rachil Polonsky) Adler.  At least three of Rae 

Adler’s sisters, Vera (Polonsky) Erskine, Pauline (Polonsky) Rabinowitz, and Ruth Polonsky, and two 

of her brothers, Isadore Paull and Leon Polonsky attended the wedding.  

 

Three of Isadore’s children, Bertha (Paull) Friedman, Harold Paull, and Herbert Paull along with their 

spouses also attended, as did Leon Polonsky’s daughter Doris (Polonsky) Heimowitz, and Joseph 

Polonsky’s daughter, Ruth (Polonsky) Saravay, and her husband.  Hence, seven of eight branches of 

the Polonsky family (all but the Chaber branch) were represented at the Adler-Blumenreich wedding. 

Bernice Adler & Leonard Blumenreich wedding, June 12, 1949.  L-to-R: Mildred Paull (wife of Herbert Paull, not pictured), Harry & 

Ruth Saravay (Joseph Polonsky’s daughter), Jake & Bertha (Paull) Friedman, Harold & Bobbi Paull, Harry & Pauline (Polonsky) 

Rabinowitz, Isadore (partially obscured) & Mary Paull, Leon & Ida Polonsky, and their daughter Doris (Polonsky) Heimowitz.   
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The 1950s 

 

The three photographs on this 

and the following page were 

taken at Ruth Polonsky and 

Harry Gordon’s wedding, circa 

1956.   

 

Ruth was the youngest daughter 

of Nathan and Bessie Polonsky, 

and the last of their children to 

marry.  Her wedding was more 

than just a joyous occasion; it 

was also a watershed event for 

the entire Polonsky family.   

 

Family members representing 

all eight branches of the family, 

including the Adler, Chaber, 

Erskine, Gordon, Paull, Joseph 

Polonsky, Leon Polonsky, and 

Rabinowitz branches attended. 

Ruth Polonsky & Harry Gordon’s wedding, c. 1956.  Seated: Ruth and Harry Gordon  

(partially obscured).  Standing: Harold and Lenore Paull Berman. 

 

Among the members of the 

second Polonsky generation 

attending the wedding were 

Ruth’s sisters: Rae Adler, 

Fannie Chaber, Vera Erskine, 

and their spouses.   

 

Among the members of the 

third generation were Ruth’s 

nephews and nieces: Mortimer 

Chaber, Arnold Paulen, Harold 

Paull, Lenore Paull Berman, 

Doris Polonsky Heimowitz, 

Ruth Polonsky Saravay, Naomi 

Rabinowitz Reed, and their 

spouses. 
 

Seated, L-to-R: Pauline Polonsky Rabinowitz, Harry & Ruth Polonsky Saravay.  Kneeling:  

Bobbi Paull.  Seated to her right: Fannie Polonsky Chaber, Vera Polonsky Erskine and  

her daughter-in-law Jane Erskine. Seated in back: Rae Polonsky Adler (obscured).   
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Ruth Polonsky’s wedding, c. 1956.  Seated, L-to-R: Mary Paull, Vera Polonsky Erskine, Doris Polonsky Heimowitz, Pauline Polonsky 

Rabinowitz, Harry Rabinowitz, and Rae Polonsky Adler.  Standing: Naomi Rabinowitz Reed, Ruth Polonsky (Arnold Polonsky’s 

wife), and Mortimer Chaber 

 

Ruth Polonsky Gordon’s wedding, held during the mid-1950s, provided an ideal opportunity for 

members of the second Polonsky generation, and their married children in the third generation to 

attend the same family event.  This provided cousins from all branches of the Polonsky family the 

opportunity to interact with each other and get reacquainted.  Thanks in part to large and timely family 

gatherings such as this, the members of the third Polonsky generation stayed connected with each other 

throughout most of their adult lives. 

 

By this time, however, the eldest members of the second generation had begun to pass away.  Ruth lost 

her two eldest brothers just a few years prior to her wedding.  Her brother, Joseph Polonsky, passed 

away in 1954, and her brother, Louis Isadore Paull, passed away in 1955.393F

474
  With the passing of this 

generation, much of the knowledge regarding our family’s remarkable heritage would be lost. 

 

Ideally, this information would have been imparted to the members of fourth generation by the 

surviving members of the second and third generations.  Unfortunately, the torch did not seem to get 

passed to the fourth generation.    
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  It is believed that Louis Isadore Paull’s widow, Mary Paull, pictured above, accompanied her son Harold Paull, or her 
daughter Lenore (Paull) Berman to the wedding.   
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The 1960s 
 

Standing, L-to-R: Ella Abrams, Harold & Bobbi Paull, Mildred & Standing, L-to-R: Leon Polonsky, Paula Belkin, Ruth & Harry 

Herbert Paull, Philip & Pearl Paull.  Seated: Paula Belkin, Jake & Gordon, Max Erskine, Herman Adler & Charlie Chaber. 

Bertha Friedman. Seated: Ida Polonsky, Vera Erskine & Rae Adler. 

 

Another very large Polonsky family event was Max and Vera (Polonsky) Erskine's fiftieth wedding 

anniversary, held at their son Robert Erskine’s home, in Rochester, NY, from August 11-13, 1967.  

The family members in attendance were Vera’s siblings, as well as her nieces and nephews, 

representing the second and third generations of the Polonsky family.       

 

The guests of honor, Vera and Max Erskine, and the host family, Robert, Janie, Barbara, Gene, and 

Geoffrey Erskine, were joined by: Herman and Rae Adler, Fannie, Charlie, Mort, Caryl, Judith and 

Billie Chaber, Ruth and Harry Gordon, and Leon and Ida Polonsky.  The Paull branch of the family 

was well-represented, as five of Louis Isadore Paull’s seven children attended this event, including: 

Ella Abrams, Bertha, Jake, Rachel, and Linda Friedman, Harold and Bobbi Paull, Herbert and Mildred 

Paull, and Philip and Pearl Paull.  A Shapiro relative of Bessie Polonsky, Paula Belkin (née Shapiro), 

from Cleveland, OH, also attended.   

 

Vera and Max Erskine’s fiftieth anniversary represents the zenith of the large Polonsky family 

gatherings.  The demographics of the family were changing.  The second generation was aging, and 

three of its members had passed away (Joseph Polonsky in 1954, Louis Isadore Paull in 1955, and 

Pauline Polonsky Rabinowitz in 1966).  The elder members of the third generation were reaching 

middle age. 

 

Noticeably absent from this family event were members of the fourth generation, many of whom were 

now young adults of high school and college age.  Without their involvement, interest and participation 

in family gatherings would begin to wane.  The days of large family gatherings, with family members 

from every branch of the Polonsky family coming together for a major event, were coming to an end. 
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The 1970s 
 

Mort & Sylvia Chaber, Ruth Gordon, and  Richard & Mort Chaber, Janie Erskine, Harry & Ruth Gordon, and Bob Erskine, 1971 

Bob Erskine, 1971 

 

By the 1970s, there were fewer large 

weddings or anniversaries that reunited 

the entire Polonsky family.  Taking 

their place were smaller, more informal 

gatherings, involving family members 

having close ties to one another.  The 

reunion pictured above was held in 

1971 at the home of Mort and Caryl 

Chaber.  It was attended by Mort’s 

brother, Richard Chaber, and his wife 

Sylvia, Mort’s cousin and college 

roommate, Robert Erskine, and his wife 

Janie, and Ruth and Harry Gordon. 

 

Ruth and Harry also attended Linda 

Friedman’s wedding in Los Angeles in 

1973.  Linda’s mother, Bertha Paull 

Friedman, and her aunt Ruth Polonsky 

Gordon were only four years apart in 

age, and were very close. 
Howard Mann & Linda Friedman’s Wedding, April 14, 1973.  To Linda’s right  

are Bertha Friedman, Ella Abrams, Ruth & Harry Gordon, and Philip Paull. 
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The 1980s 

 

Barbara Erskine, Leslie Reed, Ruth Gordon, Julie Chaber, Janie Erskine, Ruth & Arnold Polonsky & Caryl Chaber, 1980 

Ruth Polonsky & Jane Erskine, 1980 

 

Marty Robbins, Naomi Reed & Caryl Peyser, 1980 Marty Robbins, Barbara Erskine, Mort Chaber & Naomi Reed, 1980 

 

In 1980, a Polonsky family reunion was held at 

Ruth and Harry Gordon’s home in Fort 

Lauderdale, FL.  Ruth passed away in May of 

1981, but later that year, a second Polonsky 

family reunion was organized by Mort Chaber, 

and held at a Fort Lauderdale hotel.394F

475
  

Attending these reunions were family members 

from the Chaber, Erskine, Gordon, Polonsky, 

and Robbins families.   
Harry Gordon, Max Erskine & Harry Rabinowitz, c. 1981 

 

In 1982, Mort Chaber organized a third annual Polonsky family reunion which was held December 4-

5, in Ft. Lauderdale, with a banquet at the same hotel (Raintree Lodge) as the previous year. 
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  Robert W. Erskine: Email correspondence with Jeffrey Mark Paull, April 13, 2009.  The author wishes to thank Bob and 
Janie Erskine for their assistance in identifying the date and location of the family reunion photos. 
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The 1982 reunion was attended by family members from the Adler, Chaber, Erskine, Gordon, Paull, 

Polonsky, and Robbins families. 395F

476
  Bertha (Paull) Friedman described the 1982 reunion in a 

handwritten memoir, part of which appears in the form of a poem: 396F

477
 

 

The third annual meeting of the Polonsky clan, proved to be an affair with much elan.   

Two uncles [and] 20 cousins comprised our group, as we sat around the table at Uncle Harry’s, 

Reminiscing as we looked at the pictures,  

Recalling happy times at various parties, weddings, and the like  

 

As each one recalled what they remembered best  

Incidents funny – incidents sad, and a lot of happenings recalled in jest 

Then to the dinner at Raintree Lodge, where three generations around the table sat 

The oldest cousin was me, and somewhat younger next was Arnold Polonsky and his wife Ruth 

 

Uncle Harry Gordon had the space of honor 

Somewhat sad without Ruth who started this reunion 

There was Bobby Erskine and his wife Jane as well as their son who was the youngest in line 

Next sat Bernice and Leonard Blumenreich adding dignity and [class] to an affair – so right 

 

The organizer of this event was Morty Chaber who did a wonderful task – 

The result of all his labor while his wife Caryl looked on so pleased – 

At the result of his great energies 

 

And then Marty Robbins with his charming bride Mari Jo 

Showed his interest in the gala affair – 

Offering to be secretary and advising all relatives next year 

 

My beautiful cousin Naomi with her husband Wally  

Didn’t let us forget it was a time for laughter and fun 

As Wally assumed the duty of collecting to pay the bill – making it fun. 

 

Two more cousins complete the table – Leslie Reed, a promising actress  

And Audrey Robbins who runs for the Smith College track [team] 

Robin Reed and her fiancée [Howard] Cohen completed the list 

As we wished then well and hope to attend their wedding next 

 

There was reverence and regret added to our glorious affair 

As we observed some moments of silence for the relatives [who have] passed on.  
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  Mort Chaber: “The Third Annual Family Reunion.”  Letter to Polonsky family members, November 5, 1982. 

 
477

  The events described in Bertha’s memoir confirm that she attended the third reunion which was held December 4-5, 
1982.  Bertha mentions Marty Robbins and his new bride Mari Jo and they were married earlier that year.  She also 
mentions Robin Reed and her fiancée Howard Cohen, and they were married in 1983. 
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 Mari Jo Joiner (Robbins) & Harry Gordon, Polonsky Family Reunion, Fort Lauderdale, FL,  

 December 4-5, 1982 

 

In November of 1984, a fourth 

Polonsky family reunion was 

held at the home of Mort and 

Caryl Chaber, in Atlanta.  In 

addition to Mort, Caryl, Judith, 

and Billie Chaber, attending this 

reunion were Bob and Janie 

Erskine, and Arnold and Ruth 

Polonsky. 

 

This small family gathering had 

sad undertones, as Mort had been 

diagnosed with terminal 

metastatic lung cancer.  He 

wanted to get the family together 

for a final reunion while he was 

still healthy enough to enjoy it.  

He passed away less than a year 

later, in September of 1985.  
Ruth Polonsky, Billy & Mort Chaber & Arnold Polonsky, November, 1984 

 

Ironically, this would turn out to be the final family reunion not just for Mort, but for most of the 

remaining members of the second and third generations of the Polonsky family as well. 
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The 1990s 
 

Janie, Barbara, and Bob Erskine at Barbara’s Wedding,  Caryl & Mady Chaber at Barbara’s Wedding, February 3, 1996 

February 3, 1996 

 
The weddings of the fourth generation of the Polonsky family that took place in the 1980s and 1990s 

were different types of affairs from those of the second and third generations of the Polonsky family.  

Typically they included only family members from the same branch of the bride and groom’s family.  

Occasionally, a few members from another branch of the family were invited, and only if the third 

generation parents of the bride or groom had close ties to them. 

 

Barbara Erskine Miller’s 1996 wedding, held in North Palm Beach, FL, was one of many such fourth 

generation weddings that fit this pattern.  Attending Barbara’s wedding were Caryl Chaber and her son 

William, Mady Chaber, her husband Steve Borrowman and their son Charlie, and Ruth Polonsky.   

 

The Erskine and Chaber families had deep ties going back to Barbara’s parents’ college days, when 

Bob Erskine and Mort Chaber were college housemates at Syracuse.  Bob introduced Mort to Janie’s 

housemate Caryl Peyser, whom he would later marry, and Caryl was the maid of honor at Bob and 

Janie Erskine’s wedding.  Bob Erskine and Ruth Polonsky’s husband Arnold were also quite close.  

 

If weddings provided fewer opportunities for interactions among the members of the Polonsky family, 

family reunions provided none at all.  Ruth Gordon, the last remaining member of the second 

generation of the Polonsky family, passed away in 1981.  Her love of family, and organizational skills 

would be greatly missed.  In 1985 Mort Chaber passed away, and in 1988 Bertha (Paull) Friedman, a 

key link between the Polonsky and Paull families, passed away.   

 

Hence, by the 1990s, there was no one able to fill the key roles that these family members played in 

planning and organizing the Polonsky family reunions. 
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Paull Family Reunion, summer 1996.  Fourth generation, L-R: Barbara Paull, Fred Abrams, Linda Mann, Gene Paull, Richard 

Abrams, Irv Paull, Susan Levine, Beth Love, Lee Paull, Jeffrey Paull, Lewis Berman, Howard Paull, and Michael Berman. 
 

In the summer of 1996, the Paull branch of the Polonsky family held their own reunion in Pittsburgh.  

By this time, only two of the seven members of the third Paull generation remained – Ella (Paull) 

Abrams and Lenore (Paull) Berman.  My father, Melvin Paull, had passed away in April of 1996, just a 

few months prior to the reunion.  But the third generation gave rise to a large fourth generation. 

 

Of the fifteen Paull cousins of the fourth generation, thirteen attended the reunion: Fred and Richard 

Abrams, Lewis and Michael Berman, Susan (Paull) Levine, Beth (Paull) Love, Linda (Friedman) 

Mann, Barbara and Gene Paull, Howard, Irwin and Lee Paull, and Jeffrey Paull.  The only fourth 

generation Paull cousins not in attendance were Rachel (Friedman) Ballon and Lynne (Paull) Biggin. 

 

The Paull family is by far the largest branch of the Polonsky family, and is also one of the most tightly-

knit.  However, because it is the only branch that was never New York-based, it is probably the one 

that the other branches of the family know the least about.  This lack of familiarity works in both 

directions.   

 

As explained in more detail in the next chapter, for reasons related to generational differences, 

demographics, and geographical separation, very few members of the fourth generation of the Paull 

family had the opportunity to know their cousins in the other branches of the family.  Of the fifteen 

Paull cousins of this generation, only the four eldest – Rachel Ballon, Barbara Paull, Fred Abrams, and 

Linda Mann could vaguely recall ever meeting anyone from the other branches of the Polonsky family.  

 

As the twentieth century drew to a close, much of our family’s remarkable heritage had been forgotten, 

while the opportunities for interactions among the cousins in different branches of the Polonsky family 

dwindled to a precious few.  It was the end of a grand era in American history, and the end of a great 

chapter in the history of the Polonsky family as well. 
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