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Chapter 5 – Our Illustrious Ancestors 

 
 

 

In Great Britain, ancient genealogies are 

most often available to royal families.  For the 

Jewish people, “...our royal families have been 

those of the illustrious rabbis.” 74F

80
   

 

There is much truth to this statement, and 

although the Polonsky surname is only two 

centuries old, and not as renowned as some,
 
our 

bloodlines are every bit as ancient and noble, for 

we are descended from some of Europe’s most 

eminent rabbinical families.
 

75F

81
 

 

This chapter provides a brief overview of the many distinguished rabbinical families and esteemed 

rabbis in our family’s ancestry, and how we are connected to them.  It is my hope that this brief 

introduction will provide you with an appreciation for our family’s noble Jewish ancestry, and kindle 

your interest in learning more about it.   

 

Where did our family originate?  Most of us have been asked that question, and on the surface, at least, 

it seems like a very simple one.  If you’re Irish, your ancestors were most likely from Ireland; if you’re 

French, they were probably from France.   

 

For Ashkenazi Jews of European ancestry, it is not quite that simple.  Generally groups of people who 

develop economic ties, and share a common language, religion, and culture tend to settle in one region 

or country.  However, as described in Chapter 1, due to religious persecution, expulsions, economic 

deprivations, pogroms, uprisings, and wars, the Jewish people rarely enjoyed the luxury of settling in 

any one place for very long.  Instead, they were constantly uprooted and forced to migrate from one 

location to the next, across the European continent (see Appendix 5 – maps of Europe).   

  

                                                 
80

  Arthur Kurzweil: From Generation to Generation – How to Trace Your Jewish Genealogy and Family History.  Jossey-

Bass, A Wiley Imprint (2004), p. 196. 
 
81

  Although our family can trace its lineage over one thousand years to the time of Rashi and his ancestors, our family’s 
Polonsky surname originated in the early nineteenth century, circa 1805 – 1811, and the Paull surname originated in the 
early twentieth century, in 1906 (see Chapter 6 – The Origin of the Polonsky Surname and Chapter 13 – The Paull 
Biographies). 
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In our case, the temptation is to say that our family was from Russia because that is the last place they 

lived before immigrating to America.  But Russia was merely the last stop in a millennial journey that 

took our ancestors across nearly the entire continent of Europe, and historically speaking, it was not a 

particularly lengthy stop at that. 

 

Our European Polonsky ancestors were among the distinguished rabbinical families emanating from 

northern Italy, France, and Germany, who migrated east to the Czech Republic, and Poland-Lithuania, 

which later became part of the Russian Empire.
  

From these distinguished rabbinical families come 

some of the most revered and highly-esteemed rabbis in Jewish history. 

 

Like the many branches of a mighty tree, our family’s ancestors produced many separate and distinct 

ancestral lines. Through the practice of shidduch many of these rabbinical lineages became 

interrelated. 

 

For readers unfamiliar with Jewish genealogy, the many similar names and related rabbinical lineages 

can be confusing.  To help clarify our family’s lineages, the genealogical information is presented in 

sections, organized by family.  The information is also summarized in three descendant charts at the 

end of this chapter.  These charts depict the key direct ancestors and primary rabbinical lineages in our 

family’s ancestry. 77 F

82
     

 

As you read about each of the esteemed rabbinical families and rabbis in our ancestry, I encourage you 

to locate them in the accompanying descendant charts and trace their lineage back to our family, 

represented by our common ancestor, Nathan Polonsky.  This is a good way to become familiar with 

the many rabbinical lineages in our ancestry, and to understand how they relate to one another. 

 

A single chapter cannot do justice to the many distinguished rabbis and rabbinical families in our 

lineage, about some of whom entire books have been written.  To learn more about our ancestry, you 

may wish to read the sequel to this book: Of Noble Descent: The History and Ancient Lineage of the 

Polonsky and Paull Family (currently in preparation). 

 

As the title suggests, Of Noble Descent tells the fascinating story surrounding the Polonsky family’s 

ancient and illustrious Jewish heritage.  When completed, that volume will contain biographies of the 

many distinguished rabbis from whom the Polonsky family is descended, and descriptions of the 

rabbinical lineages of historical importance, together with descendant charts which present our 

family’s lineage from Rashi to our American progenitor, Nathan Polonsky.   

 

In addition, the book will contain copies of original Russian vital records, censuses, and historical 

documents, family trees, descendant charts, and DNA evidence, which illustrate precisely how our 

family descends from these many highly-esteemed and inter-connected rabbinical families. 

                                                 
82

  For the sake of clarity, and to conserve space, only key ancestors in each rabbinical lineage are shown in the 

descendant charts in Figures 1–3.  In cases where one or more individuals between two ancestors were omitted, the 

relationship between those ancestors (e.g., grandson, great-granddaughter) is indicated in the chart.  Approximate years 

of birth derived from historical sources are designated by the letter “c” (circa) before the dates.  Approximate years of 
birth estimated by the author are designated by an asterisk (*) following the dates.     
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Kalonymos Rabbinical Lineage 

 

One of the most ancient and venerable of our ancestral lineages is the 

Kalonymos family, believed to be of Davidic descent.  The family left 

Babylon in about the eighth century, settled in Italy, and then moved to the 

Rhineland and France in the ninth or tenth century.  As to the date of the 

family’s settlement in Germany, the opinions of modern scholars are divided, 

owing to the conflicting statements of the Jewish sources.   

 Kalonymos Family Seal 78F

83
   

 

Some scholars place the settlement in 876, believing that King Charles, mentioned in the sources as 

having induced the Kalonymides to emigrate to Germany, was Charles the Bald who was in Italy in 

that year.  Others think that the settlement took place under Charlemagne, alleging that the desire to 

attract scholars to the empire was more in keeping with the character of that monarch.  Still others 

assign it to the reign of Otto II (973–983), whose life, according to the historian Thietmar von 

Merseburg, was saved in a battle with the Saracens by a Jew named Kalonymus.
 

79F

84
 

 

For nearly five centuries, the Kalonymos family played a leading part in the development of Jewish 

learning in Germany, and produced notable scholars there and in northern France, such as Samuel 

HaHasid and his son, Judah HaHasid. 80F

85
  The legendary biblical scholar and commentator Rabbi 

Shlomo Yitzhaki Tzarfati of Troyes, better known as Rashi (1040–1105), was the grandson of Yitzhak 

HaHasid Kalonymos.  It is through his descent that our family traces its lineage back to the scholarly 

Kalonymos family (see Figure 1).  

 

Rashi is reputed to be a thirty-third generation descendant of 

Rav Yochanan HaSandlar, a fourth generation descendant of 

Rabban Gamaliel HaZaken, the Elder, who reputedly 

descended from the Royal House of King David. 81F

86
  He is 

famed as the author of the first comprehensive commentaries 

on the Talmud and Tenakh (Hebrew Bible). 82F

87
  His 

commentaries, which appear in all printed editions of the 

Talmud and most printed editions of the Torah remain a 

centerpiece of contemporary Jewish study. 
 

Traditional portrait of Rashi (1040–1105) 

                                                 
83

  Prominent on the seal of the Kalonymos family of Narbonne is the Lion of Judah, symbol of the Royal House of David. 
 
84

  Wikipedia: Kalonymos Family.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalonymos_family. 
 
85

  Ibid. 
 
86

  Jewish genealogists have fiercely debated this issue, but the consensus appears to support Rashi being descended 
from the Royal House of David.  See David Einsiedler: “Can We Prove Descent from King David?”  Avotaynu -- The 
International Review of Jewish Genealogy (8), Fall 1992.  http://www.jewishgen.org/rabbinic/journal/kdavid4.htm. 

 
87

  Wikipedia: Tanakh.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanakh.  According to Jewish tradition, the Tanakh consists of twenty-
four books.  Tanakh is an acronym of the initial Hebrew letters of its three subdivisions: Torah, Nevi'im and Ketuvim. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalonymos_family
http://www.jewishgen.org/Rabbinic/journal/descent.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanakh
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Treves Rabbinical Lineage 

 

Rashi’s daughter, Miriam, married Rabbi Yehuda ben Natan (b. 1065), thereby connecting the Tzarfati 

and Treves rabbinical lineages.  The Treves family has compelling historical and genealogical 

evidence of descent from Rashi, although the exact lineage, generation for generation, has not been 

preserved.
88

  The name Treves comes from the city of Troyes, Rashi’s place of birth and residence.   

 

Judah ben Isaac, called Sir Leon of Paris (1166–1224), was one of the most illustrious French rabbis of 

the Middle Ages.  About 1198 he was appointed head of the Talmudic school of Paris.  Rabbi Joseph 

Treves (born c. 1300) known as “Joseph the Great” was Av Beit Din (ABD) of Marseille.
89

  His son, 

Rabbi Matityahu Treves (1323–1387), held the office of chief rabbi of Paris, and King Charles V 

officially appointed him the religious head of all the communities of France.
90  

Jochanan Treves 

succeeded his father Matityahu as chief rabbi of France and head of the Talmudic school of Paris. 

 

Rabbi Matityahu Treves’ daughter married Rabbi Samuel Speyer, thereby connecting the Treves and 

Shapiro rabbinical lineages.  Rabbi Samuel’s son Solomon Spira was mentioned on a fifteenth century 

German civil document together with his mother, Vergentlin (also known as Khana).
91

  It therefore 

follows that Vergentlin was the daughter of Rabbi Matityahu Treves and the wife of Rabbi Samuel 

Speyer.  Through this marriage connection to the Treves family, the Shapiro rabbinical lineage can 

trace its descent to Rashi, and many rabbinical families, including Luria, Katzenellenbogen, Twersky, 

and our own Polonsky/Paull family, trace their roots back to Rashi through this lineage (see Figure 1).  

 

Shapiro Rabbinical Lineage 

 

Central to our family’s ancestry is the Shapiro rabbinical lineage, among the most exalted of the 

European Ashkenazi rabbinate.  Most Ashkenazi family names were adopted in the nineteenth century, 

but the Shapiro name or its variations (Speyer, Spira, and Shapira), have been in use by this venerable 

rabbinical dynasty for many centuries.  The origin of the name is the city of Speyer in the Rhineland.  

In Jewish sources, Speyer is best known as one of the three Jewish communities on the Rhine (the 

other two being Worms and Mainz) which were destroyed during the first Crusade, and later restored.
 
 

 

The most famous of the rabbinical scholars from Speyer was Rabbi Samuel Speyer, son-in-law of 

Rabbi Matityahu Treves.  Samuel’s son, Rabbi Solomon Spira, Av Beit Din of Heilbron and Landau in 

Bavaria, is taken to be the progenitor of the Shapiro rabbinical lineage.
 

85F

92
  Rabbi Samuel and his son 

Solomon are quoted by some of the greatest halachic (Jewish Talmudic law) authorities of their era.
 
 

                                                 
88

  Neil Rosenstein: The Lurie Legacy – The House of Davidic Royal Descent.  Avotaynu Inc., Bergenfield, NJ, 2004, p. 11 
and end paper.  Rosenstein largely avoids debate over the precise order of the Treves lineage by simply stating that 
there were “seven or eight generations” between Rashi and Rabbi Joseph Treves “the Great.”  

 
89

  Av Beit Din, or “father of the law court” is the title given to the rabbi who is appointed by the community to serve as the 
head of the rabbinical court.  In many small communities, he also serves as the chief rabbi. 

   
90

  Jewish Encyclopedia: Paris.  The 1906 Jewish Encyclopedia: http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/11912-paris. 
 
91

  Neil Rosenstein: The Lurie Legacy – The House of Davidic Royal Descent, p. 3-11. 

 
92

  Davidic Dynasty: The Shapiro Family.  http://www.davidicdynasty.org/shapiro_art.php. 

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/11912-paris
http://www.davidicdynasty.org/shapiro_art.php
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The Shapiro rabbinical dynasty includes numerous celebrated rabbis, including Rabbi Natan Nata 

Spira of Grodno, the author of Mavo she’arim (1575) and Imre shefer (1597);
 

86F

93
 his grandson, Rabbi 

Natan Nata Spiro of Krakow (1585–1633), the famed Kabbalistic rabbi, known as the Megaleh 

Amukot;
 

87F

94
 and the saintly and revered Rabbi Pinchas Shapira of Koretz (1726–1791).

 
88F

95
 

 

The Polonsky family connects to the Shapiro rabbinical lineage through 

Rabbi Shmuel Polonsky’s marriage to the daughter of Rabbi Pinchas of 

Koretz, Sarah Rachel Sheindel Shapiro.  This line of descent connects 

to the Shapiro-Treves lineage through Rabbi Solomon Spira’s son, 

Rabbi Peretz Spira of Constance.   

 

The Polonsky family also connects to the Shapiro rabbinical lineage 

through Rabbi Eliyahu Pinchas Polonsky’s marriage to Sima Wertheim.  

This line of descent connects to the Shapiro-Treves lineage through 

Rabbi Solomon Spira’s daughter, Miriam Spira, and also connects the 

Polonsky family to the Luria, Katzenellenbogen, Wahl, Yaffe, and 

Twersky rabbinical lineages (see Figures 2 and 3). 
 

Menorah of Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz 
 

Lurie Rabbinical Lineage 

 

One of the most prominent of all Ashkenazic Jewish rabbinical families, the Lurie family (including 

spelling variants: Luria, Loria, and Lorie) is a unique family of aristocratic descent, which produced 

great scholars, leaders, and artists, and simultaneously accumulated much wealth.  The family name is 

registered in the Guinness Book of World Records as the oldest continuing family in the world.
 

89F

96
  

Descendants of the Lurie family include such notables as composer Felix Mendelssohn, psychologist 

Sigmund Freud, and Karl Marx.
 

90F

97
   

 

According to Dr. Neil Rosenstein, “Among families which claim descent from biblical King David, 

probably the one with most authenticity is that of the Lurie family.”
 

91F

98
  The lineage that Dr. Rosenstein 

presents for the Lurie family’s descent from King David is through Rashi, via the Shapiro-Treves 

lineage.
 

92F

99
   

                                                 
93

  The YIVO Encyclopedia of Jews in Eastern Europe: Spira, Natan Note ben Shelomoh.  http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/ 
article.aspx/Spira_Natan_Note_ben_Shelomoh. 

 
94

  Rabbi Natan Nata Spiro of Krakow became a famous Kabbalist after composing the Megaleh Amukot (Revealed 
Depths), in which he interpreted the prayer of Moses in the weekly Torah portion “Va-Etḥanan” in 252 different ways.  
The Megaleh Amukot was published posthumously in 1637, and continues to be a widely-circulated and influential work. 

 
95

  Susan K. Steeble: Two Tzaddiks – The Teachings of Rebbe Pinchas of Koretz and His Disciple, Rebbe Raphael of 
Bershad.  http://twotzaddiks.org/part1.html. 

 
96

  Neil Rosenstein: The Lurie Legacy – The House of Davidic Royal Descent.  Avotaynu Inc., Bergenfield, NJ, 2004, p. xvi. 

 
97

  Ibid, p. xvii. 
 
98

  Ibid, p. xxi. 
 
99

  Ibid, p. 1-37, and family tree on end paper of book cover. 

http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/%20article.aspx/Spira_Natan_Note_ben_Shelomoh
http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/%20article.aspx/Spira_Natan_Note_ben_Shelomoh
http://twotzaddiks.org/part1.html
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This is the same Shapiro-Treves lineage from which our Polonsky family descends, through multiple 

connections to the Shapiro rabbinical lineage, as well as via our descent from Rabbi Aaron Luria.  

However, whereas descendants of the Luria family are linked to the Shapiro lineage through the 

marriage of Aaron Luria to Miriam Spira, our family descends from both the Luria and Shapiro 

lineages independently.  Hence, from a genealogical perspective, our family’s claim of descent from 

Rashi and the Royal House of David is every bit as legitimate as that of the Lurie family ... perhaps 

more so, since we have multiple connections to both Lurie and Shapiro lineages (see Figures 1 and 2).   
 

Katzenellenbogen Rabbinical Lineage 
 

Rabbi Aaron Luria’s great-grandson was Rabbi 

Meir Katzenellenbogen (1482–1565), whose 

surname was derived from the German town of his 

birth.  He succeeded his father-in-law, Rabbi 

Abraham Mintz, as the Av Beit Din of Padua, Italy, 

and he was also the Av Beit Din of Venice.93F

100
  

Known as the Maharam of Padua, he was among 

the most renowned Talmudic authorities of his day, 

and many rabbis consulted him regarding 

interpretation of Jewish law, among them the 

eminent Rabbi Moses Isserles (Meir 

Katzenellenbogen’s first cousin once removed). 
Tombstones of Samuel Judah Katzenellenbogen, his father, 

Meir, and his mother, Chana Mintz, in the Padua cemetery 

 

Meir Katzenellenbogen’s ninety responsa, published in 1553 in Venice under the title She’elot u-

Teshubot, show that he was disposed to be liberal in his decisions.  Another indication of his leaning 

toward liberalism was his use in his responsa of the civil names of the months, a thing not done by 

other rabbis of his time.94F

101   
Meir Katzenellenbogen was the progenitor of the Katzenellenbogen family.  

A great number of Ashkenazi rabbinical families, including our own, can trace their ancestry to him, as 

documented in the genealogical masterwork, The Unbroken Chain 
95F

102 (see Figure 2). 
 

Yaffe Rabbinical Lineage 
 

Abigail Olga Yaffe (including spelling variants: Yoffe, Jaffe, and Joffe) married Rabbi Meir 

Katzenellenbogen’s son, Rabbi Samuel Judah Katzenellenbogen, Av Beit Din of Padua and Venice, 

thereby connecting the Katzenellenbogen and Yaffe rabbinical lineages (see Figure 2).  Abigail Yaffe 

belonged to the same Yaffe family as the renowned Rabbi Mordecai Yaffe (1530–1612), Av Beit Din 

of Grodno, Prague, and Posen.96F

103
   

                                                 
100

  Neil Rosenstein: The Lurie Legacy – The House of Davidic Royal Descent.  Avotaynu Inc., Bergenfield, NJ, 2004, p. 35. 
 
101

  Wikipedia: Meir ben Isaac Katzenellenbogen.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meir_ben_Isaac_Katzenellenbogen. 
  
102

  Neil Rosenstein: The Unbroken Chain.  Biographical Sketches and Genealogy of Illustrious Jewish Families from the 
15th-20th Century, Revised Edition. CIS Publishers, New York, NY, 1990. Dr. Rosenstein chose Rabbi Meir 
Katzenellenbogen as the rabbi from which all rabbinical lineages presented in his book on Jewish genealogy descend. 

 
103

  Some genealogical sources indicate that Abigail Yaffe was Rabbi Mordecai Yaffe’s daughter, but their years of birth 
(1525 and 1530) indicate that they were contemporaries, and therefore, may have been siblings or cousins. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meir_ben_Isaac_Katzenellenbogen
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Mordecai Yaffe is best known as the Levush from the title of his work, Levush Malkhut (“Robes of 

Royalty” or “Rabbinical Robes of Learning”), a ten-volume codification of Jewish law that stressed the 

customs of the Jews of Eastern Europe.97 F

104
   He studied in Poland under Solomon Luria and Moses 

Isserles and became head of the yeshiva and the rabbinical court in Grodno in 1572.  He returned to 

Prague in 1592, where he succeeded Rabbi Judah Loew, finally settling in Posen, where he remained 

as chief rabbi from 1599 until his death in 1612.98F

105
  

 

The Levush wrote learnedly on astronomical matters and the calendar, and his mind was open to the 

intellectual movements of his day.  He was one of the founding members of the Council of the Four 

Lands, the semi-autonomous governing body of the Jewish communities in Poland-Lithuania.99 F  
 

Wahl Rabbinical Lineage 
 

Rabbi Samuel Judah Katzenellenbogen’s son, Saul Wahl Katzenellenbogen (c. 1542–1622), was one 

of the most famous and highly regarded Jewish leaders to come out of the Renaissance period.  He 

combined Talmudic learning and a classical education with outstanding business ability and leadership 

of the Jewish community, with an important role in the councils of state.   
 

According to legend, following the death of the king of Poland, Saul Wahl occupied the throne of 

Poland for a short time when the Polish noblemen failed to elect a new king on the legally appointed 

day. 100 F

106, 
101F

107
  One common explanation of the surname “Wahl” is that it was derived from the German 

word wahl, meaning election.102F

108
 

 

The Katzenellenbogen family remained prominent in the Council of the Four Lands for several 

centuries, and enjoyed the patronage of the Radziwills, one of the richest and most powerful noble 

families in Lithuania.  Prince Radziwill, who was indebted to Saul Wahl’s father, favored Saul with 

appointments and eased his advancement to wealth and influence.
 

103F

109
   

 

Saul Wahl was among the leaders of the Brest community, taking an important part in the Council of 

the Four Lands, the central body of Jewish authority in Poland from 1580 to 1764.
 

105F

110   
In 1589, King 

Sigismund gave him titles and privileges in a decree granting him “...a place among our royal 

officials...”
 
 He was referred to as Servis Regis, the King’s Servant, and he became the king’s principal 

agent in the opening up of commerce in Lithuania and Courland. 104F

111
   

                                                 
104

  Wikipedia: Mordecai Yoffe.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mordecai_Yoffe. 
 
105

  Edward Gelles: An Ancient Lineage – European Roots of a Jewish Family.  Vallentine Mitchell, London, 2006, p. 221. 
 
106

  Wikipedia: Saul Wahl.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saul_Wahl.  The fact that Saul was king of Poland is not well-
supported by historical data, but it gained a firm place in the belief of the Jewish people. 

  
107

  JewishEncyclopedia.com: Saul Wahl.  http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/14751-wahl-saul. 
 
108

  Rosenstein, Neil: Saul Wahl – Polish King for a Night.  The Computer Center for Jewish Genealogy, Elizabeth, NJ, 
2006.  According to Dr. Rosenstein, the common explanation of the title Wahl, which in German means chosen, 
selected, or elected, is incorrect.  He believes the name derives from the German word welisch, which means foreigner, 
specifically one from Italy or France.  Dr. Rosenstein appears to be in the minority on this point. 

 
109

  Edward Gelles: An Ancient Lineage, p. 28-29. 
 
110

  Wikipedia: Council of Four Lands.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_Four_Lands. 
 
111

  Edward Gelles: An Ancient Lineage, p. 29. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mordecai_Yoffe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saul_Wahl
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/14751-wahl-saul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_Four_Lands
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Saul Wahl interceded in a number of lawsuits on behalf of Jewish communities, and is given
 
credit for 

many court rulings, including the king’s confirmation that disputes between Jews should be subject 

only to Jewish courts, thus strengthening the autonomy rights of Lithuanian Jewry. 106F

112
   

 

Saul united himself with the most prominent Jewish rabbis through the marriages of his children.  He 

built a synagogue, a house of learning, public baths, a slaughterhouse, nine stores in the public square, 

and made many other benefactions.  When the Brest synagogue was demolished in 1842, a plaque was 

discovered with the following inscription: Saul, son of the Chief Rabbi of Padua, built this synagogue 

in honor of his pious wife Deborah, daughter of David Drucker.
 113

 

 

Various accounts disagree as to the length of Saul Wahl’s reign as the king of Poland.  Some state that 

he ruled one night only; others make it a few days.  All, however, are agreed that Saul Wahl was 

instrumental in passing a number of very wise laws, among them some that tended to ameliorate the 

condition of the Jews in Poland, and there is no question that he was an important figure in the history 

of Polish-Lithuanian Jewry.
 

108F

114
  

 

Saul Wahl Katzenellenbogen’s descendants include many leading personalities in Jewish communities 

throughout Europe. 109F

115
  Our family descends from the Katzenellenbogen rabbinical lineage through the 

marriage connection of Rabbi Eliyahu Pinchas Polonsky and Sima Wertheim (see Figure 2). 

 

Twerski Rabbinical Lineage 

 

Rabbi Menakhem Nahum Twerski of Chernobyl (1730–1798) was the founder of the Chernobyl 

Chassidic dynasty.  He was a disciple of the Baal Shem Tov, the founder of Chassidism.  After the 

Baal Shem Tov’s passing, Rabbi Twerski accepted the Maggid of Mezritch as his mentor. 110F

116
   

 

Rabbi Twerski’s book, Me’or Einayim (Light of the Eyes), was published later in his life and contains 

a collection of his teachings on the weekly Torah portions and selections of the Talmud. 111F

117
  The book 

gained widespread acceptance as one of the major works of Chassidic thought, and Rabbi Menakhem 

Nahum is sometimes referred to as Me’or Einayim. 

 

Rabbi Nahum was succeeded as the Maggid of Chernobyl by his son, Rabbi Mordechai Twerski.  The 

Chernobyl dynasty branched into a number of successive dynasties through Mordechai’s eight sons, 

and the surname became known as Twersky in the United States.  

                                                 
112

  Edward Gelles: An Ancient Lineage – European Roots of a Jewish Family, Vallentine Mitchell, London, 2006, p. 29. 
 
113

  Ibid, p. 30. 
 
114

  JewishEncyclopedia.com: Saul Wahl.  http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/14751-wahl-saul. 
 
115

  Edward Gelles: An Ancient Lineage – European Roots of a Jewish Family, p. 32. 
 
116

  Wikipedia: Menachem Nachum Twersky.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menachem_Nachum_Twersky.  A “maggid” is a 
traditional Eastern European Jewish religious itinerant preacher, skilled as a narrator of Torah and religious stories. 

 
117

  Ibid. 

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/14751-wahl-saul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menachem_Nachum_Twersky
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There are many distinguished rabbis in the Twerski lineage including the eminent Rabbi Dr. Abraham 

Joshua Twerski (b. 1930), son of Grand Rebbe Jacob Israel Twerski (1898–1973). 112F

118
  In his rabbinic 

career, Dr. Twerski was co-spiritual leader of Congregation Beth Jehudah in Milwaukee with his father 

from ordination until 1959.  He is a prolific writer of Jewish books, and of Torah-themed lectures.
 

113F

119   

 

Dr. Twerski’s career includes serving as founder and medical director emeritus of Gateway 

Rehabilitation Center, in Pittsburgh, PA, and clinical director of the Department of Psychiatry at St. 

Francis Hospital, also in Pittsburgh.  He also served as associate professor of psychiatry at the 

University of Pittsburgh’s School of Medicine, and founder of the Shaar Hatikvah rehabilitation center 

for prisoners in Israel.   
 

The Polonsky family is descended from the Twerski rabbinical lineage through the marriage of Rabbi 

Eliyahu Pinchas Polonsky and Sima Wertheim.  Sima was the great-granddaughter of Rabbi 

Menakhem Nahum Twerski of Chernobyl (see Figure 2).   
 

Rabbi Menakhem Nahum Twerski of Chernobyl was greatly admired by his descendants in the 

Polonsky family, and his name occurs in many places in our lineage.  Rabbi Eliyahu Pinchas Polonsky 

(1803–1855) and his wife Sima named one of their four sons Menakhem Nahum Polonsky (b. 1821).  

After his father Eliyahu passed away in 1855, Menakhem Nahum replaced him as the Av Beit Din of 

Ekaterinopol.   
 

The progenitor of our American Polonsky family, Nathan Polonsky (c. 1863–1929), was also named 

Menakhem Nahum, probably after Eliyahu’s son, who was Nathan’s great-uncle.  The Hebrew given 

name lives on in the Polonsky/Paull family, and this author is honored to have been named Menakhem 

Nahum after my great-grandfather, Nathan Polonsky.     

 

Gelles Rabbinical Lineage 

 

Another primary lineage in our ancestry is the Gelles/Gellis line, which goes back to the Galician city 

of Brody and to Rabbi Menachem Levush, who assumed his father-in-law’s surname to become Rabbi 

Moses Gelles. 114F

120
  Moses Gelles was a scholar of the distinguished Brody Kloyz (rabbinical house of 

Talmudic study).  His family owned a chandlery and had a concession from the community for making 

candles.  His epitaph refers to him as Moses, the Servant of God. 115F

121
   

 

Moses Gelles’ descendants were known by various surnames, including Gelles, Levush, Vaskievonie, 

and Woskoboinik (the latter two names being Yiddish/Polish epithets meaning “of the waxworks” and 

“wax chandler”).  Moses Gelles’ son was Rabbi Mordecai, and Mordecai’s son was Rabbi Shmuel, 

who would later acquire the surname Polonsky.  He was the progenitor of the Polonsky rabbinical 

lineage, and our Polonsky/Paull family. 

                                                 
118

  The surname became known as Twersky in the United States, although some descendants retained the original Twerski 
spelling. 

 
119

  Wikipedia: Abraham J. Twerski.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_J._Twerski. 
 
120

  Edward Gelles: An Ancient Lineage – European Roots of a Jewish Family.  Vallentine Mitchell, London, 2006, p. 201. 

 
121

  Ibid, p. 202. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_J._Twerski
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To confirm our family’s descent from Rabbi Moses Gelles, his fourth great-grandson, Dr. Edward 

Gelles (author of An Ancient Lineage) and I submitted our Y-DNA samples to a genetic testing 

laboratory, FamilyTreeDNA.  Our Y-DNA test results were compared, and found to be an extremely 

close match (thirty-six of thirty-seven Y-DNA markers were an exact match).  In addition, we were 

both found to belong to the uncommon R2 haplogroup .
122

  Because Y-DNA is passed solely along the 

patrilineal line, from father to son, the DNA results confirmed that Rabbi Moses Gelles is our common 

ancestor, and that both our respective Gelles and Polonsky families do indeed descend from him.
 

116F

123
        

 

The Shpoler Zeida 

 

Rabbi Yehuda Leib of Shpola (1725–1811), better known as the Shpoler Zeida (Yiddish for the 

grandfather of Shpola) was a beloved Chassidic folk rebbe and tzaddik.117F

124,
 

125
  He was a disciple of 

both the Baal Shem Tov (the founder of Chassidic Jewry), and Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz.  His father 

was Rabbi Borukh Gerondi of Uman.  He received his name when, at his Brit Milah, the Baal Shem 

Tov blessed him: “Let it be God's will that you shall be a grandfather (Zeida in Yiddish) to the Jews.”   
 

He was considered a true folk rebbe, and a loyal spokesman for the Jews before heaven.  There are 

many Jewish folk tales about the Shpoler Zeida, one of the most famous being about how he assembled 

a rabbinical tribunal to put God on trial, when a famine struck the region of Shpola during the 1780s.  

Within a short time, the famine became a distant unpleasant memory. 118F

126
 

 

Several historical accounts tell of an ideological conflict between Rabbi Yehuda Leib and the Baal 

Shem Tov’s great-grandson, Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav.  According to these accounts, the Shpoler 

Zeida supported Rebbe Nachman in his early years, but began to oppose him after he moved to 

Zlatopol, near Shpola, in 1802. 119F

127
   

 

The Shpoler Zeida died in 1811.
 128

  He outlived his mentor, Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz, by twenty years 

and the Baal Shem Tov by fifty years, but their teachings and beliefs were inextricably intertwined. 
1F

129
   

  

                                                 
122

  Wikipedia: Haplogroup.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haplogroup.  A haplogroup is a group of similar haplotypes that 
share a common ancestor having the same single nucleotide polymorphism (SNP) mutation in both haplotypes. 

 
123

  Edward Gelles and Jeffrey Mark Paull: DNA Tests in the Search for Common Ancestors.  The Galitzianer, Volume 18, 
No. 1, November, 2010. 

 
124

  Alfassi, Yitzchak: Encyclopedia L’Chassidut, Volume 2.  Mosad HaRav Kuk, Jerusalem, Israel, 1980, p. 332.  The 
Shpoler Zeida’s years of birth (1725) and death (1811) are cited in this rabbinical reference. 

 
125

   Rabbi Yehuda Leib Zeida was also known as Aryeh Leib.  His title of tzaddik is generally given to personalities in 
Orthodox Judaism who are considered saintly, such as a spiritual master or rebbe (Yiddish word for rabbi). The root of 
the word tzaddik means “justice” or “righteousness.” 

 
126

  Nehora Jewish Online Bookstore: Rabbi Aryeh Leib - The Shpole Zeide.  
http://www.nehora.com/pages/6%2A%2A%2A%2ARabbi-Aryeh-Leib-%252d-The-Shpole-Zeide.html.   

 
127

  Wikipedia: Nachman of  Breslov.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nahman_of_Bratslav. 
 
128

  Following his death in 1811, the Shpoler Zeida’s descendants adopted the surname Zeida.  There are many variants of 
the English spelling of the surname, including, Zaida, Zaide, Zadin, Zeide, Zeyde, and the most common, Seide. 

 
129

   Howard Schwartz: Gabriel’s Palace: Jewish Mystical Tales: The Saba Kadisha in the Upper World.  Oxford University 
Press, 1993, p. 248-249. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haplogroup
http://www.nehora.com/pages/%206%2A%2A%2A%2ARabbi-Aryeh-Leib-%252d-The-Shpole-Zeide.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nahman_of_Bratslav
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There is a strong oral history that has been passed down through the generations in the Polonsky 

family, that we are descendants of the Shpoler Zeida.  This is the history that Bertha Paull Friedman 

wrote of in her memoir “Our Grandparents Betrothal” (see Chapter 11 – The Family Patriarch). 

 

Nathan Polonsky’s sons, Joseph and Leon Polonsky, helped to organize the annual Seudahs in the 

Shpoler Zeida’s honor, and Leon served as the previous coordinator of the Shpoler Zeida Descendants’ 

Foundation.
 

121F

130
  Several members of the Polonsky and Paull family recall their parents attending these 

annual Seudahs in Brooklyn, from the 1940s through the 1960s.
 

122F

131
  

 

Our family descends from the Shpoler Zeida through Nathan Polonsky’s mother, Pesya Brayna Zeida, 

whose name is entered on Nathan’s death certificate, as well as his sister Bessie Cohen’s and brother, 

Pincus Polonsky’s death certificates.
 

123 F

132
  Nathan’s gravestone inscription verified that he is indeed a 

descendant of both the Shpoler Zeida and Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz (see Figures 2 and 3). 
 

Polonsky Rabbinical Lineage 

 

The progenitor of the Polonsky rabbinical lineage was Rabbi Shmuel Polonsky (1761–1811).  He was 

the son of Rabbi Mordecai, and the grandson of Rabbi Moses Gelles, one of the scholars of the Brody 

Kloyz, whose epitaph refers to him as Moses the Servant of God.124F

133
  The Gelles/Levush lineage from 

which Shmuel descends lived in Brody for several generations; hence Shmuel was most likely born 

there as well. 
 

Rabbi Shmuel (Samuel) was the first of five successive generations of Polonsky rabbis to serve as Av 

Beit Din (ABD) or head of the rabbinical court of Kalniblat (renamed Ekaterinopol after 1795) and its 

surrounding towns. 125F

134
  He married Sarah Rachel Sheindel Shapiro, the daughter of Rabbi Pinchas of 

Koretz, thereby connecting the Polonsky family with the illustrious Shapiro and Treves rabbinical 

lineages. 126F

135
  Shmuel’s appointment as ABD of Ekaterinopol was at the behest of Rabbi Yaakov 

Shimshon (Jacob Samson) of Shepetovka, who had ordained him. 127F

136
   

                                                 
130

  The author had the honor of attending his first Seudah on January 23, 2011 when he was invited by Mordechai 
Kalmanson, the long-standing coordinator of the Shpoler Zeida Descendants Foundation, to present his research 
findings on the Shpoler Zeida’s family tree.  Mordechai took over the role of coordinator from Leon Polonsky. 

 
131

  Marty Robbins recalls his family attending the annual dinner meetings of the Shpola Zeida Society in Brooklyn, as do 
Arnold Paulen and Danny Heimowitz.  They all recalled these as large affairs, with many members of the Polonsky 
family in attendance.  Rachel Ballon also recalls her mother, Bertha Paull Friedman, attending one of these dinners 
(Rachel Ballon, email correspondence with Jeffrey Mark Paull, April 29, 2008). 

  
132

  The Zeida surname has many alternate Americanized spellings including Seide and Zadin.  Both versions of Pesya 
Brayna Zeida’s surname were entered on Nathan Polonsky’s and his siblings Bessie Cohen’s and Pincus Polonsky’s 
death certificates, thereby confirming Pesya as a descendant of the Shpoler Zeida.  Based upon naming patterns and 
her year of birth (1840), it is believed that she was the daughter of the Shpoler Zeida’s grandson, Borukh-Gad Zeida. 

 
133

  This genealogy was presented in both Imrei Pinchas HaShalem and in Shem Ve-She’arit (see Source Bibliography).  
The Brody Kloyz (also spelled Klaus), was a private house of study for Chassidic rabbis and scholars. 

 
134

  Neil Rosenstein: The Unbroken Chain.  Biographical Sketches and Genealogy of Illustrious Jewish Families from the 
15th

 
- 20th Century, Revised Edition.  CIS Publishers, New York, NY, 1990, p. 291. 

 
135

  Glenn Dynner: Men of Silk: The Hasidic Conquest of Polish Jewish Society.  Oxford University Press, 2006, Appendix 1, 
p. 234-235. 

 
136

  Letter of Appointment of Rabbi Shmuel ben Mordecai (1793), in Imrei Pinchas. Yechezkel Shraga Frankel, Editor, Benei 
Berak, 2003, p. 486-488. 
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This famous Rabbi of Shepetovka was a 

mechutan (in-law) of Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz, 

his daughter Sarah having married Rabbi 

Pinchas’ son, Rabbi Yehuda Meir Shapiro. 128F

137
   

 

Rabbi Shmuel was the first of five generations 

of Polonsky rabbis who were all ABD of the 

towns of Ekaterinopol, Kalyhirka, Shpola, 

Talnoye, and Zvenigorodka.
138

   
 

Upon Shmuel’s death, his son, Rabbi Aharon 

Polonsky (1788–1831), succeeded him.  

Aharon’s wife, Genya, was born circa 1791.  

She was the daughter of Rabbi Daniel David, 

who was son of Rabbi Shmaria of Vorkhivka.   
 

The Beth Din, or Court of the Chief Rabbi, Illustrated London News,  

August 14, 1926 

 

Upon Aharon’s death, his son, Rabbi Eliyahu Pinchas Polonsky (1803–1855), succeeded him as ABD 

with the same remit.  Rabbi Eliyahu Pinchas’ certificate of rabbinical appointment was signed on the 

26th of Adar, 5591 (March 11, 1831), just four days after his father, Rabbi Aharon, passed away. 129F

139
 

 

Rabbi Eliyahu Pinchas Polonsky married Sima Wertheim, the daughter of a family of noble Jewish 

descent.  She was the daughter of Rabbi Arye Leib Wertheim of Bender.  Arye Leib’s first wife, and 

Sima’s mother, was Leah, granddaughter of Rabbi Menakhem Nahum Twerski, and descendant of the 

Katzenellenbogen family. 130F

140, 
131F

141
  After Leah’s death, Aryeh Leib married Yehudit Shapira, the 

daughter of Rabbi Yehuda Meir Shapira of Shepetovka, one of Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz’s sons. 132F

142
 

 

Through her mother’s lineage, Sima Wertheim was descended from many illustrious rabbis, including 

Rabbi Nathan Nata Shapira of Hildesheim, Rabbi Abraham J. Heschel of Crakow, and famed sixteenth 

century luminaries Saul Wahl, and Rabbi Meir Katzenellenbogen, Maharam of Padua.  It is through 

this marriage connection that our family descends from the highly esteemed Lurie, Yaffe, 

Katzenellenbogen, and Twerski rabbinical lineages. 

                                                 
137

  Edward Gelles: Family Connections – Gelles – Shapiro – Friedman.  Shaker Publishing, 2009, p. 37. 
 
138

  Neil Rosenstein: The Unbroken Chain, Biographical Sketches and Genealogy of Illustrious Jewish Families from the 
15th – 20th Century.  CIS Publishers, New York, Revised Edition, 1990, p. 291. 

 
139

  Yechezkel Shraga Frankel, Editor: Imrei Pinchas HaShalem. Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, Benei Barak, 

Israel, 2003, p 488. 
 
140

  Neil Rosenstein: The Unbroken Chain, p. 1182-1185. 
 
141

  Edward Gelles: An Ancient Lineage: European Roots of a Jewish Family.  Vallentine Mitchell, London and Portland, OR, 
2006, Table 32, p. 261. 

 
142

  Matityahu Yehezkel Gutman: Rabi Pin as mi- orits.  Be-siyuʻa Mosad ha-Rav Kuk, 1950. According to a note that 

appears below the descendant chart at the end of his book, Gutman states the following regarding Eliyahu Pinchas: His 
wife was daughter of Rabbi Arye Libush of Bender, son-in-law of Rabbi Yehuda Meir, ABD of Shepitovka. 
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Rabbi Eliyahu Pinchas Polonsky and Sima had five children: David Shmuel (b. 1819), Menakhem 

Nahum (b. 1821), Shmeril or Shmiril (b. 1821), Khana Khaya (b. 1826), and Aharon Meir (b. 1835).   

The two elder sons, David Shmuel and Menakhem Nahum, chose to become rabbis, while the two 

younger sons, Shmeril and Aharon Meir, did not.  Nathan Polonsky was Shmeril’s grandson.  

 

The fourth in the lineage of Polonsky rabbis to be appointed ABD of Ekaterinopol and its surrounding 

towns was Rabbi Menakhem Nahum (after whom Nathan Polonsky is named), who replaced his father, 

Rabbi Eliyahu Pinchas Polonsky.  The fifth in the lineage to be appointed ABD with the same remit 

was Rabbi Menakhem Nahum’s son, Rabbi Abraham Yitzchak Polonsky (b. 1845). 

 

These five generations of distinguished Polonsky rabbis served as chief rabbis and heads of the 

rabbinical court of Ekaterinopol and its surrounding towns for over a century, from 1793 to 1900.  

People came to them to have their disputes resolved in a manner consistent with the rules of Jewish 

law (halacha), and they presided over the yeshivas (beth midrash), which were the talmudical 

academies, rabbinical academies, or rabbinical schools. 

 

They served the Jewish community faithfully and well, and 

were followed by still other distinguished Polonsky rabbis in 

the lineage.  David Shmuel Polonsky’s son, Rabbi Levi Yitzhak 

(b. 1838), became ABD of Nigresti, in eastern Romania.  He 

and Nathan Polonsky were first cousins once removed.  It is 

believed that Nathan named his first son Levi Yitzhak after him. 

   

Abraham Yitzchak Polonsky’s son, Rabbi Shimshon Aharon 

Polonsky became Rabbi of Midovia in Ukraine’s Kiev district 

at age twenty.  Five years later, he became Rabbi of Teplik in 

Ukraine’s Podolia region.  In 1922, he immigrated to Israel, 

where he became a rabbi in the Beis Yisrael community of 

Jerusalem.  He and Nathan Polonsky were second cousins.   
Rabbi Shimshon Aharon Polonsky, c. 1930  

 

Eliyahu Pinchas Polonsky’s son, Shmeril Polonsky, was born circa 1821.  The name Shmeril is another 

form of the name Shmaria or Shmariahu, hence he may have been named after his great-great-

grandfather, Rabbi Shmaria of Vorkhivka.  Unlike his father, Eliyahu Pinchas, and his two brothers, 

David Shmuel and Menakhem Nahum, Shmeril did not become a rabbi.  His wife Khvulya was born 

circa 1823. 

 

Shmeril’s son, Aharon David Polonsky, was born circa 1838.  He was likely named after his great-

grandfather, Rabbi Aharon Polonsky, who had passed away seven years earlier, in 1831.  Although 

Aharon David was not a rabbi, he followed the tradition of shidduch in his family, and married a 

woman of impressive yichus, Pesya Brayna Zeida.   

 

She was a descendant of the beloved tzaddik Rabbi Yehuda Leib, better known as the Shpoler Zeida.  

According to their marriage certificate, they were married in Shpola, in 1856.  Their son, Nathan 

Polonsky (born Menakhem Nahum Polonsky), was the patriarch of the Polonsky family in America. 
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A Family of Noble Descent 

 

Through these esteemed ancient lineages, the Polonsky family can lay claim to a rich Jewish heritage 

that spans well over a millennium of European history – a heritage that includes the most 

distinguished, influential, and highly regarded rabbinical families in all of Europe.  We are descended 

from a family of noble Jewish bloodlines, from Europe’s most erudite and esteemed rabbinical 

lineages and dynasties.  Indeed, it is difficult to imagine any family of rabbinical descent, no matter 

their name, to have a more impressive ancestry than ours. 

 

The remainder of this book focuses on our family’s American heritage, but before we leave our 

European ancestry behind, it is certainly worth noting that Nathan Polonsky, the progenitor of our 

American Polonsky family, was a man of impeccable yichus, or family background.  His lineage 

includes some of the most celebrated, distinguished and enlightened rabbis, Jewish scholars, and 

community leaders to come out of Europe over the past one thousand years, and he has passed that 

illustrious millennial ancestry on to us.   

 

And yet, Nathan Polonsky, like many of his ancestors before him, was also a man of great humility.  

He neither boasted of his extraordinary rabbinical lineage and noble ancestry, nor did he hand down or 

bequeath any documents regarding his remarkable yichus to his family.  The Hebrew inscription on his 

gravestone was the only clue to his noble ancestry that he left behind for his descendants.  I am both 

humbled and honored to be the descendant who, nearly eighty years after Nathan’s death, found this 

priceless clue that he and his loved ones had the forethought, sagacity, and wisdom to leave for us. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hebrew inscription on Nathan Polonsky’s headstone reads: “HERE IS BURIED AN HONEST MAN, 

GRANDSON [DESCENDANT] OF THE SABA KADISHA FROM SHPOLA, AND GRANDSON [DESCENDANT] OF 

R. PINCHAS OF KORETZ.  MENAKHEM NAHUM son of AHARON DAVID, of blessed memory passed away 

on 5 Tishrei, 5690 [9 October 1929].  May his soul be bound up with the living.133F

143
  

                                                 
143

  David Goldman: Email correspondence with Jeffrey Mark Paull, November 25, 2008.  Nathan’s gravestone inscription 
was translated from a gravestone photo obtained from JewishData.com in 2008, and sent to Hebrew translator David 
Goldman.  The photo of Nathan’s gravestone pictured here was taken by the author on January 23, 2011. 
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FIGURE 1 
 

Shapiro and Luria Lines of Descent from the Kalonymos, Tzarfati, and Treves Rabbinical Lineages 
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FIGURE 2 

 
Polonsky Line of Descent from the Luria, Katzenellenbogen, Twerski, and Wertheim Rabbinical Lineages 
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FIGURE 3 
 

Polonsky Line of Descent from the Shapiro Rabbinical Lineage 
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TABLE 1 
 

Some Eminent Rabbis in the Polonsky Family Lineage 

 

 
Notes for Table 1: 
 
1. This table presents a subset of twenty-one illustrious and renowned rabbis in the Polonsky family’s lineage; there are many more.  The 

relationship of any Polonsky descendant to these rabbis may be discerned by comparison of their relationship to Nathan Polonsky. 
 
2. The title of “Rabbi” as applied to Saul WAHL KATZENELLENBOGEN refers to a scholar and community leader qualified to interpret 

and make decisions on issues of Jewish law, rather than to a religious teacher or chief religious official of a synagogue. 
 
3. Our family is descended from Rabbi Yehuda Leib (the Shpoler Zeida) through Nathan Polonsky’s mother, Pesya Brayna Zeida.  Her 

descent from the Shpoler Zeida is known, but her position in his lineage (great-granddaughter or great-great-granddaughter) is 
uncertain, and awaits verification by additional information and/or source documents. 

Name of Rabbinical Ancestor 
Dates of Birth 

and Death 
Ancestor’s Title or Description 

Relationship to 

Nathan Polonsky 

Rabbi Yitzhak HaHasid KALONYMOS c. 990–? 
Rashi’s grandfather and descendant of 

the Kalonymos rabbinical lineage 
25

th
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Solomon ben Yitzhak TZARFATI 1040–1105 
Rashi of Troyes, famed medieval French 

rabbi and biblical commentator 
23

rd
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Judah Sir Leon of Paris 1166–1244 
Great-grandson of Rabbi Yom Tov, Head 

of the Talmudic School of Paris 
20

th
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Joseph TREVES c. 1305–1370 
“Joseph Treves the Great,” Av Beit Din of 

Marseilles 
18

th
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Matityahu TREVES c. 1325–1385 Chief Rabbi of France 17
th
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Solomon SPIRA c. 1375–1453 
Av Beit Din of Heilbron and Landau, and 

founder of the Shapiro rabbinical lineage 
15

th
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Aharon LURIA c. 1400–1480 Founder of the Lurie rabbinical lineage 14th Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Jehiel LURIA c. 1425-1490 Av Beit Din of Brest-Litovsk 13
th
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Meir KATZENELLENBOGEN 1482–1565 
The “Maharam of Padua” and founder of 

the Katzenellenbogen rabbinical lineage 
11

th
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Samuel Judah KATZENELLENBOGEN 1521–1597 Av Beit Din of Padua and Venice 10
th
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Saul WAHL KATZENELLENBOGEN c. 1545–1617 
Influential leader of the Brest-Litovsk 

Jewish community 
9

th
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Nathan Neta SPIRA 1585–1633 
The “Megaleh Amokot,” Chief Rabbi of 

Cracow 
10

th
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Abraham Joshua HESCHEL c. 1596–1663 Chief Rabbi of Cracow 7
th
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Moses GELLES c. 1700–1760 Scholar of the distinguished Brody Kloyz 5
th
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Yehuda Leib ZEIDA 1725–1811 
The “Shpoler Zeida,” disciple of the Baal 

Shem Tov 
3

rd
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Pinchas SHAPIRA of Koretz 1726–1791 Disciple of the Baal Shem Tov 4
th
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Menakhem Nahum TWERSKI c. 1730–1798 
Grand rabbi of Chernobyl and founder of 

the Twerski rabbinical lineage 
4

th
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Shmuel POLONSKY 1761–1811 
Av Beit Din of Ekaterinopol and founder 

of Polonsky rabbinical lineage 
3

rd
 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Aryeh Leib WERTHEIM 1780–1854 The “Admur of Bendery” 2
nd

 Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Eliyahu Pinchas POLONSKY 1803–1855 
Av Beit Din of Ekaterinopol and great-

grandson of Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz 
Great-grandfather 

Rabbi Shimshon Aharon  POLONSKY 1876–1948 
The “Tepliker Rabbi” and rabbi of the 

Beis Yisrael community of Jerusalem 
2

nd
 Cousin 
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